GOD WAS WITH JOSEPH

GENESIS 37-41
KEY VERSE 39:2
 
**	GOD GAVE JOSEPH DREAMS (37:1-11)
1. Read verses 1-11.  Why did Joseph's brothers hate him? (2,3,4,5,8,11)  What was his home atmosphere probably like?  Describe Joseph's dreams.

**	THE SLAVE TRAINING (37:12-36; 39:1-20)
2. Skim through verses 12-36.  What was the errand Jacob gave Joseph?  How did Joseph carry it out?  Yet, how did Joseph's brothers come to sell him to Midianite traders?  What were the roles of Judah and Reuben in this crime? (42:21)  What did they say to Jacob?  How sorrowful was Jacob?

3. Read 39:1-6a.  What happened to Joseph? (37:36; Ps 105:17,18)  How do you think he felt?  Yet, how could he become successful in the house of Potiphar?  What does it mean that the Lord was with him (2,3,5)?

4. Read verses 6b through 20.  What temptation did Joseph face?  How persistent was the temptation?  Yet, how could Joseph overcome this temptation?  With what result?   

**	THE PRISON TRAINING (39:20-40:23)
5. Read 39:20-23.   How did Joseph meet the terrible injustice upon his life (21)?  How did God help him?

6. Skim through 40:1-23 and describe how Joseph helped two high officials in the prison.  Read verses 14 and 15.  Think about his struggle to believe in God in such great difficulty.  How much longer did he remain in prison?

**	JOSEPH BECAME THE PRIME MINISTER IN EGYPT (41:1-57)
7. Skim through 41:1-14.  Describe Pharaoh's dream.  Why did Pharaoh send for Joseph?

8. Skim through verses 14-32.  What was Joseph's first response to Pharaoh's request to interpret the dreams (15-16)?  After listening Pharaoh's dreams, what did Joseph teach him about God (25,28,32)?  What did the dreams mean?

9. Read verses 33 through 40.  What un-asked advice did Joseph give Pharaoh?  How does this show about Joseph?  How did Pharaoh respond to Joseph's interpretation of his dreams and plan?

10. Read verses 41 through 57.  How old was Joseph when he became prime minister of Egypt?  How did Pharaoh honor him and provide for him?  How did he use his privilege (45b, 48-49)?  How did he name his two sons (51,52)?  How did God use Joseph to save many lives?

**	JUDAH CAME BACK TO HIS FATHER'S HOUSE (38:1-30)
11. Read chapter 38.  Meanwhile, what did Judah do after he sold Joseph to the Midianite?  Who was Tamar?  Why did Judah say, "She is more righteous than I…" (38:26)?  How did God honor and bless her? (cf. Mt 1:2,3)
